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Josephs: Small businesses can get help with rising energy costs
HARRISBURG, Nov. 21 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., said small businesses affected by rising energy costs can receive technical and financial assistance through the Small Business Advantage Grant Program.
"As the cost of energy and fuel continues to rise, we're all feeling the pinch, but small-business owners are especially hard hit," Josephs said. "This program can provide them with help for lowering their energy expenses."
The program, offered through local Small Business Development Centers, provides businesses with technical assistance to help improve energy efficiency, and also works with local utility providers to achieve a less expensive billing rate for small businesses. 

Josephs said there are 16 SBDCs that can provide help. Two of them are located in Philadelphia: at the University of Pennsylvania's Wharton School and Temple University. The Wharton School SBDC can be reached at 3733 Spruce St., Fourth Floor, 215-898-4861, http://whartonsbdc.wharton.upenn.edu. Temple's SBDC is available at 1510 Cecil B. Moore Ave., 215-204-7282, http://sbm.temple.edu/sbdc. 
The Small Business Advantage Grant Program was initiated by the governor in 2004. It provides a 50 percent matching grant of up to $7,500 for equipment or processes to reduce energy consumption and promote pollution prevention while helping to increase profitability for small businesses. 

Applicants must be for-profit business enterprises that are corporations, limited liability companies, partnerships, sole proprietorships, or other legal entities. More information about the Small Business Advantage Grant program is available online at www.dep.state.pa.us.
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