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Josephs criticizes Republicans for needless spending
HARRISBURG, June 29 – State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., and fellow Democrats in the House State Government Committee are opposed to their Republican colleagues' attempts to eliminate the governor's efforts to save millions of taxpayer dollars. 
In a strict party-line vote, the Republicans voted H.B. 2694 out of committee, in spite of Democratic objections.

"This bill is designed to put a stop to the governor's cost-cutting efforts with state contracts for products and services," explained Josephs, Democratic chairwoman of the House State Government Committee. 
"The measure only serves to add more levels of bureaucracy to a proven, successful method that already has saved the state millions of dollars. I thought saving money was something the Republicans supported," she said.

Earlier this year, the governor implemented a strategic sourcing plan to save taxpayers more than $100 million annually through state purchasing contracts for 20 commodities. Strategic sourcing is using the state's buying power to negotiate lower prices for goods and services. With this plan, Gov. Rendell already has saved the state more than $74 million through its contracts for software, asphalt, computer maintenance, office supplies, copiers, computers and office furniture.

The Republican bill that Josephs opposes would require the Department of General Services or any other state agency that initiates strategic sourcing over a $500,000 value not only to be certified by the state Treasurer's Office and reviewed by a small business council, but also to follow specific guidelines and procedures, including detailing specific benefits and market research in the cost savings.

"These added requirements would cut down on the effectiveness of the governor's strategic sourcing program," she said. "It would delay decisions and contract awards, and the added costs involved in implementing these extra steps would only cut into the savings realized by strategic sourcing. I can't believe the Republicans are willing to sacrifice millions in taxpayer savings in order to attack a governor from the opposite political party."
Josephs said Pennsylvanians can see how much money strategic sourcing already has saved the Commonwealth by visiting www.governor.state.pa.us/governor/lib/governor/thermometer_chart_v2.pdf.
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