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Josephs announces ban on Pennsylvania winery shipping regulations

HARRISBURG, Oct. 14 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs announced that beginning Nov. 1, Pennsylvania wineries no longer will be able to ship their products directly to homes or licensed establishments within the Commonwealth.
The Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board set this regulation in order to comply with a recent U.S. Supreme Court decision that held that treating out-of-state wineries differently from in-state wineries is a violation of the U.S. Constitution.

Pennsylvania currently allows in-state wineries to ship directly to customers, but does not afford the same privilege to out-of-state wineries. 
“This ban will be in effect until the General Assembly addresses the situation, which I hope will be soon. It is important to the health of our commerce and economy that our wineries be able to ship directly to customers, and the same right should be given to out-of-state wineries, as well," Josephs said. "Improved wine lists will only further enhance our award-winning restaurants and establishments, promoting increased tourism and adding to our flourishing economy.

In May, the Supreme Court declared unconstitutional state laws in New York and Michigan that prohibited residents of those states from buying directly from out-of-state wineries, citing a violation of the U.S. Constitution's commerce clause. The PLBC's decision was made after the Attorney General's Office advised the board its similar regulation was unconstitutional.

Beginning Nov. 1, Pennsylvania wineries will be required to deliver wine only to PLCB state stores for pickup by the customer, just like out-of-state wineries already do.
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