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Final budget plan using Josephs' suggestion to raise cigarette tax
HARRISBURG, Oct. 3 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs thinks increasing the cigarette tax is a good way to create extra state revenue to pay for new education proposals and to restore funding to many social service programs. After all, she first suggested the idea more than six months ago.

In March, Josephs introduced legislation to increase the cigarette tax and to impose a tax on other forms of tobacco. At that time, she said her proposals not only would discourage more children from smoking, they would generate additional revenue to help the state in a troubling economy. Several months later, Josephs wrote to Gov. Ed Rendell urging him to consider increasing the tax on tobacco products as he looked for ways to increase revenue.
Now, the governor and legislative leaders are considering a cigarette tax increase in their discussions on a final budget plan.

"This tax not only would increase state revenue considerably, it also would promote public health and safety, and hold the makers and sellers of these hazardous items accountable for the massive costs they impose on state and local governments," Josephs said.
"Every state that has increased its cigarette tax has enjoyed significant revenue increases and cigarette taxes always reduce youth smoking," she added. "For every three kids who we prevent from smoking, we save one from premature death from a tobacco-caused disease."
Josephs has introduced several pieces of legislation to increase taxes on all forms of tobacco. By making these products more expensive, she said young people will be less likely to purchase and use them.

The budget proposal under discussion would use a 45-cent-per-pack tax increase on cigarettes, as well as up to a 1 percent increase in the state sales tax. The new revenue would be used to pay for such education proposals as smaller classes, full-day kindergarten, tutoring and preschool programs, and it would restore funding to a host of social service programs, including drug and alcohol treatment programs, mass transit and libraries.
"Pennsylvania has to do something to improve its public schools and restore funding to valuable social service programs. I will willingly support a final budget plan that utilizes a cigarette tax increase for those purposes," Josephs said.
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