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Fight to increase minimum wage continues
HARRISBURG, Dec. 12 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., today joined House and Senate Democrats at a Capitol news conference to outline the effort in each legislative chamber to bring up for a vote legislation that would increase the minimum wage. 

The Republican leaders in the House and the Senate for nearly a year have refused to allow either chamber to vote on a bill to increase the minimum wage in Pennsylvania.

Josephs said she and other fellow Democrats attempted to use an uncommon parliamentary maneuver in the House to bring the minimum wage proposal up for a vote. The procedure, known as a discharge resolution, allows members to bring up any legislation that has stalled in committee, as has been H.B. 257.
However, before they could call up the discharge resolution today, Republicans in the House Labor Relations Committee stripped the original bill and reported it out with significantly smaller increases -- 55 cents an hour in 2006 and a $1.10 per hour in 2007, compared to the $2 increase and the annual cost-of-living adjustments of the original bill. 

"The time has come for our citizens to make a living wage, and these smaller increases won't do that," Josephs said. "Pennsylvanians earning the minimum wage make far less than their counterparts in New York, New Jersey and 15 other states. The federal minimum wage has not been adjusted in nearly 10 years; and in today's economy, it's not enough to live on. We need to do what is right for Pennsylvanians."

Josephs noted that more than 80 percent of Pennsylvanians agree.

"When you adjust for inflation, Pennsylvania’s minimum-wage earners are bringing home fewer real dollars than at any time since 1949," she said. "Someone who works 40 hours per week, 52 weeks per year at minimum wage still comes up $5,000 short of the poverty line for a family of three; even a single parent with one child comes up nearly $2,000 short."
As a secondary plan, Josephs also signed onto a discharge resolution for H.B. 2021, a similar minimum-wage proposal. That resolution could be called up as early as Wednesday. 
"The goal is to bring this important issue before the full House and address it adequately so that we can do our part to put more money in workers' pockets, to lift them out of poverty and bring more money into our economy."
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