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Criticism of Pa. French wine ban draws Barrar's ire

Harrisburg, March 18 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs is again denouncing Rep. Stephen E. Barrar's resolution that would prohibit Pennsylvania's 640 state stores from selling French wine. But this time, her criticism extends to the representative himself.

In response to an e-mailed letter opposing his resolution, Barrar called the e-mail stupid and suggested to the author that if she didn't like the American way of life then she should "get a plane ticket and go to France."

"As public officials, we expect to come under fire from time to time over our legislative proposals and politics," Josephs said. "However, the author of the critical e-mail was making a valid point. She wanted to know how our country was going to be a global competitor if we, unlike France and the European Union, fail to invest in our best competitive resource -- human capital."

The e-mail author pointed out that France, unlike Pennsylvania, has health-care and educational systems that help each and every one of its citizens to be ready for the future. The author wanted to know why Barrar had not made the economic challenges of the 21st century his priority, instead of hurting the economy by focusing on a narrow political agenda.

“Representative Barrar’s response showed his lack of respect for the people who are paying his salary and for whom he works," Josephs said.

Last week, Josephs sent letters to restaurants in her district and members of the Rittenhouse Row restaurant association stating her opposition to Barrar's resolution, and encouraged others who felt similarly to express their viewpoints. 

In her letter, Josephs said Barrar's resolution would have a catastrophic impact on her district in center city Philadelphia, which is home to numerous restaurants of national and international acclaim, including one of the country's most noted French restaurants.
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Shortly after the letter was sent out, one of Josephs' constituents, a well-respected owner of a restaurant supply company, sent Barrar an e-mail objecting to his resolution.

"Your proposal is a juvenile and offensive pandering to our national inclination to bash the French. After all, why wouldn't we resent France … a country that has nationalized health care…. a county that prohibits executions, handguns and supports women's rights… We have a lot to resent the French for, but disagreeing with George Bush is not high on most people's list," the e-mail reads.

"In closing, I would like to add that your proposal smacks of empty-minded grandstanding, ranking closely with that of our salaried congressmen who spend valuable time renaming French fries. 18,000 young adults in the United States died last year because of a lack of health insurance and many of them lived in Pennsylvania. Pennsylvania's educational system is in a state of emergency. We have an enormous deficit and lack the resources to protect our citizens from terrorism. Don’t you have anything better to do than propose banning French wines?"

In response, Barrar replied, "Wow you sound like everything in France is absolutely perfect. If you have so much contempt for the American way of life and feel National socialism is for you … get a plane ticket and go to France. Oh I guess you think government should pay for that too. Normally I would not answer a stupid letter like this… but I could not resist. Have a nice time in Utopia, I will probably never get there."

"Barrar's response to criticism of his proposal only further demonstrates that his proposal is careless, imprudent and reactive," Josephs said.
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