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Josephs says attention to domestic violence issues is the right step
PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 25 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs is applauding Mayor Street and his formation of a task force on domestic violence in the city. 
According to Josephs, the mayor created this task force to address problems in Philadelphia's services and in its system for handling domestic violence.
"This task force is sorely needed and I am more than gratified that the mayor understands how serious violence in the home is and is moving to address it," Josephs said.
The problem of domestic violence in Philadelphia is increasing. Statistics from the Philadelphia Police Department reveal that there were 82,000 domestic disturbance calls to the city's 911 system in nine months, compared to 68,000 calls made in a previous 12-month period. The number of murders attributed to domestic violence also has increased.

Additionally, a recent three-year study by the Women's Law Project criticized the city's family court system, calling it underfunded, while others say the system is overloaded.

"Thirty years ago I was one of the few lawyers to bring cases on behalf of family violence victims.  Then most people took this kind of crime lightly. I have devoted a great part of my career in public office to changing that attitude," Josephs said.  "While it is of utmost importance to enforce against violent perpetrators, it is more important to prevent these incidents in the first place. That is what I think the task force can do."

The task force, headed up by Police Commissioner Sylvester Johnson and Carol Tracey, director of the Women's Law Project, is composed of service providers, advocates, violence survivors, government officials and academics. The task force will review recent studies and Philadelphia's services and system for helping domestic violence victims and develop recommendations for reform.
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ATTENTION EDITORS: SUGGESTED CUTLINE FOR ATTACHED PHOTO: 
State Rep. Babette Josephs and Philadelphia Mayor John Street discuss their concerns about the increase in domestic violence.
