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Pennsylvania should count voter turnout
HARRISBURG, Sept. 24 -- As Democratic chairwoman of the House State Government Committee, Rep. Babette Josephs, along with Reps. Harold James and LeAnna Washington, all D-Phila., is urging leaders in Pennsylvania to join the rest of the country in officially counting the ballots that are cast in the upcoming Nov. 2 election.
In response to the Florida election debacle in 2000, election-reform advocates are asking states to compare the number of ballots cast on Election Day with the number of votes counted. To date, 49 states have agreed.

"Pennsylvania is the lone holdout to this straightforward request," Josephs said. "Large differences between the two numbers would alert officials to the possibility of voting irregularities and would enable Commonwealth officials to address any problems and prevent what happened in Florida from happening here."
Josephs said that as a result of the election catastrophe in Florida, more than 178,000 ballots were not registered, meaning those votes were not counted for president.

"We need to ensure that our voting system is above reproach, and this simple count comparison is one way to make certain of that," she said.
"Pennsylvania's refusal to count ballots come November is just one more way to perpetuate the inequities of voting in this state," James said. "Forty-nine other states have agreed to incorporate this additional step in an attempt to catch the problem of uncounted votes. Pennsylvania voters deserve the same oversight."

Said Washington, "This extra step is an easy way to alert our election officials of any possible problem and enable Pennsylvania to properly address it, ensuring that every vote does indeed count."
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