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Josephs urges all to exercise right to vote Tuesday, April 27
HARRISBURG, April 22 – As the April 27 primary draws near, state Rep. Babette Josephs is reminding voters to exercise their constitutional right on Tuesday.
"Tuesday's election is the chance for everyone, whether you're Democrat, Republican, Independent or non-partisan, to have an impact on the way your community, your state and your nation is being run," said Josephs, who serves as Democratic chairwoman of the House State Government Committee, the committee that oversees the regulations of the Department of State and election law. "It's important for all registered voters to use this right granted us."
Although the primary is usually restricted to only Democratic and Republican voters, this primary also includes a ballot question for which all registered voters may vote. The question is a $250 million bond issue to provide grants and loans for construction, expansion and improvement of water and wastewater infrastructure.
Josephs said that changes in federal and state law will require people who are voting for the first time – and those voting in a new division – must present valid identification in order to vote. 

"The law was changed in an attempt to ensure that the debacle in Florida during the 2000 presidential election never repeats itself. These changes are designed to improve voting procedures in Pennsylvania and decrease the incidence of voter fraud," she said.

Photo ID such as a driver's license or ID card from the state or federal government, U.S. passport or student, employee or armed forces ID may be used. If a person does not have photo ID, that voter may use one of the other acceptable forms that display a current name and address, such as a voter registration card, utility bill, bank statement, paycheck or government check. 

In addition to requiring voter identification for first-time voters, Josephs said a complaint process has been established, and provisional ballots have been created for those who cannot show ID, do not appear on the voter registry or are challenged by an election official.
"These changes must be displayed in every polling place, but if you'd like to review them before Tuesday, I have produced a detailed brochure. These are available from my constituent service office," Josephs said.
To request a brochure, please call Josephs' constituent service office at 215-893-1515 or e-mail thtaliaf@pahouse.net.
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