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MEDIA ADVISORY
Josephs to speak at Capitol rally for equal rights Wednesday
HARRISBURG, March 30 – State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., will be a featured speaker at a Wednesday rally calling for equal rights for all Pennsylvanians, including the state's gay and lesbian residents.  

The rally, which will begin at noon March 31 in the Capitol Rotunda, is hosted by the Statewide Pennsylvania Rights Coalition, the largest gay-civil-rights coalition in the state.
"Every single individual, regardless of his or her sexual orientation, deserves the full rights that come with being a Pennsylvania and U.S. citizen," Josephs said. "Discrimination should not be an option in any situation; I want to convey that message loud and clear."

Josephs has fought – and won – to protect gay, lesbian and transgendered people during her tenure in the Pennsylvania House of Representatives. 

The Philadelphia legislator played a key role in expanding the hate crimes law to cover gender identity and sexual orientation. She supported Philadelphia's life partnership ordinances, and has continually supported efforts in the General Assembly to end all forms of discrimination against these individuals in housing, employment and education.
Most recently, she helped to encourage the last-minute withdrawal of more than 50 amendments offered by Rep. Jerry Birmelin, R-Wayne, that would have banned health, life, medical leave and pension survivorship benefits to same-sex couples, as well as prohibited same-sex marriage, civil unions and adoption to any unmarried individual.

"Pennsylvania was making progress in this area, albeit slowly, with the expansion of the hate crimes law in 2002, but it’s knee-jerk reactions like the amendments from Representative Birmelin that harm this objective," she said.
Josephs said she will continue to support measures to ensure fair treatment and equal rights for all Pennsylvanians.
Media coverage is invited.
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