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Josephs supports new union contract to give family leave benefits to gay partners; chides those in opposition

HARRISBURG, Aug. 6 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs is applauding the governor for extending family leave benefits to gay partners of state workers and admonishing those who are critical of the action.

"I am glad to see that Governor Ed Rendell is applying the same forward thinking to the Commonwealth as he did in Philadelphia as mayor," Josephs said. "It's about time the state moved into the 21st century."

Under a new state employee contract covering about 26,000 employees and approved by Rendell, gay employees are eligible for family and sick leave benefits, including bereavement or extended leave, to care for partners or children.

"When right-wing Republicans have left so much undone in Harrisburg, why are they wasting their time criticizing the governor for confirming the rights of unconventional families in Pennsylvania," Josephs asked. 

"The beginning of the school year is less than a month away, yet none of the state's 501 school districts have received their state funding. Nothing has been done to improve student achievement and give children the opportunity to live up to their full potential. Proposals on property tax reform and an expansion to the state's prescription drug program sit stalled in the Senate. And Pennsylvania continues to rank 47th in the country in job creation," she added.  

Josephs pointed out that the Pennsylvania Supreme Court has ruled that same-sex partners have the same rights as heterosexual couples in custody cases and adoptions. 

“The state's government ought to be working for all the people of the state – school children, property owners and families, traditional or not. There is no place for posturing based on some people’s narrow sectarian mind set," she concluded.
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