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Josephs pledges to continue fight for equal rights for ALL people
HARRISBURG, May 24 – State Rep. Babette Josephs is girding up for another fight against legalizing discrimination.
With the recent Senate passage of legislation banning common-law marriages and its pending consideration in the House, a Republican plan once again is afoot to perpetuate discrimination against gays, lesbians, bisexuals and transgendered people by preventing them from receiving same-sex benefits, adopting or entering into marriage. Josephs is planning to fight these measures, just as she did when they were first offered.
"Two months ago, I successfully helped to suppress more than 50 amendments from being considered in the House that would have banned benefits to same-sex couples, same-sex marriage, civil unions and adoption by any unmarried person. Now, that same narrow-minded, mean-spirited legislation is being brought up again," Josephs said. "I will do everything I can do to see that these un-American beliefs do not become law."
In March, Rep. Jerry Birmelin, R-Wayne, had offered a total of 52 amendments to a bill. Under pressure from moderates in his own party, withdrew them, promising to offer them another day.

Now, the Senate measure regarding common-law marriage (S.B. 985) gives Birmelin the opening he needs to bring his amendments up for consideration. The bill is currently before the House Judiciary Committee.

Josephs said the Birmelin amendments would ban all benefits, including life and health insurance, medical leave and pension survivorship, between people who were not married to each other – including heterosexual couples. They also would prevent same-sex marriage, civil unions or any other type of spousal-equivalent relationship from being recognized in the state, as well as ban adoption by gay, lesbian or any unmarried Pennsylvanian. They also would threaten Philadelphia’s life partnership ordinances.
"These measures would hurt children, harm families, add to the ranks of the uninsured and give Pennsylvania the reputation of being an undesirable place to live and work," she said. "No one deserves to be discriminated against; every person should be guaranteed the full rights that come with living in Pennsylvania and being a U.S. citizen."
Josephs, a 20-year veteran of the General Assembly, has continually advocated for civil rights for all Pennsylvanians, regardless of their gender or sexual orientation.  

She has played a key role in expanding the state hate-crimes law to cover gender identity and sexual orientation in 2002. She was in favor of Philadelphia's life partnership ordinances, and has continually supported efforts in the General Assembly to end all forms of discrimination against these individuals in housing, employment and education.
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