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Josephs objects to voting on resolutions en masse
Harrisburg, May 5 -- After state Rep. Babette Josephs objected to a House floor voting procedure revived last week by now House Speaker John Perzel, she was assured that her concerns would be addressed.

Last week, Perzel announced that all noncontroversial resolutions would be voted on in one motion, rather than taken individually as in recent custom.

"The way this procedure was handled did not take into consideration a member's desire to vote against an individual resolution," Josephs said. "By voting on all resolutions en masse, it placed each of us in the difficult position of voting against all of them for the sake of one resolution we wanted to oppose or not being able to cast a 'no' vote at all."
Josephs raised her concerns on the House floor last week after her resolution commemorating the victims of the Nazi Holocaust (H.R. 204) was grouped together with a resolution militarizing Philadelphia's public high schools (H.R. 205), a resolution that Josephs wanted to oppose.

"Because the resolutions were grouped together, I was faced with the decision of voting against all of them, including my own resolution, or voting yes, which would have supported a resolution that I didn't like," she said. 
Josephs ended up supporting the resolutions that were presented together.

"My objection was not to make light of the other resolutions introduced, but to draw attention to the way the procedure was handled," Josephs pointed out.
As a result of Josephs' concern and that of other members, the speaker assured her that all members will have the opportunity to ask for individual consideration of a resolution.
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