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Josephs objects to combining weighty, commercial resolutions in one vote

Harrisburg, May 7 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs hopes that with the adjustments made in the voting procedure for resolutions, some of the weightier subjects will be considered separately from some of the more trivial or commercial ones.
Last week, House Speaker John Perzel revived a House floor voting procedure that combined all noncontroversial resolutions into one vote, rather than taking each one individually. 
After being forced to vote on a resolution that she opposed in order to also vote for her resolution recognizing the Days of Remembrance for victims of the Nazi Holocaust, Josephs objected. Perzel then assured Josephs and several other legislators that members would have an opportunity to ask for individual consideration of a resolution.

"I was happy to hear this," said Josephs, who was put into a difficult position when the procedure was first reused. "This way, we can give proper consideration to some of the more solemn resolutions, while still supporting the others." 

Josephs said this would prevent simultaneous consideration of a resolution recognizing Beef Month (H.R. 154) with one commemorating victims of the Holocaust (H.R. 204).
When Josephs' resolution was adopted last week, 17 other resolutions also were considered, including Community Banking Week (H.R. 250) and Loyalty Day (H.R. 179), as well as a resolution militarizing Philadelphia public high schools (H.R. 205) that she wanted to oppose.
"My objection was about the way the revived voting procedure was initially handled, and not to make light of the other resolutions being offered. This way, the more serious resolutions can be given the consideration they deserve," Josephs said.
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