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Josephs honored for her efforts to promote civil rights
HARRISBURG, May 4 – State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., has received recognition for her legislative efforts on behalf of civil rights.
Josephs received a certificate of appreciation from the Statewide Pennsylvania Rights Coalition, the largest gay-civil-rights coalition in the state, for her "unflinching support of full civil rights for all Pennsylvanians, especially those of the LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) community."
"Every single individual, regardless of his or her sexual orientation, deserves the full rights that come with being a Pennsylvania and U.S. citizen," Josephs said. "Discrimination should not be an option, period. And I'm pleased to be counted among SPARC's friends."

Josephs, a 20-year veteran of the General Assembly, has continually advocated for civil rights for all Pennsylvanians, regardless of their gender or sexual orientation.  
The Philadelphia legislator played a key role in expanding the state hate-crimes law to cover gender identity and sexual orientation in 2002. She supported Philadelphia's life partnership ordinances, and has continually supported efforts in the General Assembly to end all forms of discrimination against these individuals in housing, employment and education.

Most recently, she helped to encourage the last-minute withdrawal of more than 50 amendments offered by Rep. Jerry Birmelin, R-Wayne, that would have banned health, life, medical leave and pension survivorship benefits to same-sex couples, as well as prohibited same-sex marriage, civil unions and adoption by any unmarried person.

Scott E. Conlan, executive director of SPARC, said that the organization considers Josephs one of its special friends, saying Josephs long has been dedicated to the issue of full civil rights.
"She has been a proponent of same-sex marriage for her full career, and finally, the state is catching up to her," Conlan said.

Josephs received her certificate during SPARC's Honoring Our Allies event, which was part of Equality Forum, an annual weeklong series of events in Philadelphia designed to advance equality for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people.
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