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Josephs continues fight against Birmelin amendments
HARRISBURG, Nov. 15 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs said that right-wing conservatives in the state House of Representatives lost another round today in their efforts to discriminate against Pennsylvanians when they withdrew legislation that would have dissolved civil unions, prevented same-sex couples from receiving benefits through each other's employer regardless of any collective bargaining agreement and allowed other vicious discriminations against unconventional families.
The discriminatory amendments were attached to S.B. 296, a bill that would make it easier for adult adoptees to legally change their name. However, they were withdrawn before the bill passed the House. 

"I am encouraged by this latest action," Josephs said. "Although they are planning to renew the issue at the beginning of the next legislative session, this gives me more time to organize a solid defense, and the longer they wait to bring it back up, the stronger our voice will become."

Josephs said she plans to spend the next few months -- or however long it takes for the issue to be brought back up -- rallying for support in preparation for a battle on the House floor over this issue.

"My efforts to derail these plans are working, and I will continue to oppose their actions at every turn." 

Josephs said that previous attempts have been made to bring up this issue before the House, and each time she has been there to stand up for citizens' rights.
In March, Josephs successfully helped to suppress more than 50 amendments from being considered in the House that would have banned benefits to same-sex couples, same-sex marriage, civil unions and adoption by any unmarried person. Rep. Jerry Birmelin, R-Wayne, who put up the amendments, was pressured from moderates in his own party to withdraw them, but he promised to offer them another day. 

Two months later, Birmelin and some of his colleagues made movements to again offer their proposals, but the legislative vehicle stalled in committee. Today's amendment withdrawals represent another failed attempt to push their agenda.
Josephs, a 20-year veteran of the General Assembly, has continually advocated for civil rights for all Pennsylvanians, regardless of their gender or sexual orientation.  

She played a key role in expanding the state hate-crimes law to cover gender identity and sexual orientation in 2002. She was in favor of Philadelphia's life partnership ordinances, and has continually supported efforts in the General Assembly to end all forms of discrimination against these individuals in housing, employment and education.
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