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Josephs commends choice of Aronchick

to oversee election observations
HARRISBURG, Oct. 20 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., is commending the governor's appointment of Mark Aronchick as the Pennsylvania Department of State's election observer.
Gov. Ed Rendell appointed Aronchick, a Philadelphia lawyer, to help run Pennsylvania's new election oversight efforts throughout the state, but Republicans have criticized the appointment, citing Aronchick's work as a former John Kerry fund raiser and critic of President Bush.

Josephs said that Aronchick is a worthy choice to advise the department on Election Day.
"I have great respect for Mr. Aronchick who is a brilliant attorney, a dedicated worker, a national expert on election law, and one of the most fair minded individuals I know," Josephs wrote to Rendell. 

"I have not the slightest doubt that he will conduct his inquiry of Election Day voting activities with impartiality and without any partisan bias whatsoever."

Josephs said she is able to speak so highly of Aronchick because of her experience in working with him on the Philadelphia Bar Association Civil Rights Committee, as chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar Association, as city solicitor of Philadelphia and in the Jewish community.
"As Democratic chair of the House State Government Committee, I hope the appointment of Mr. Aronchick and your excellent outreach to voters will have the effect of not only maximizing voter participation, but also of ending such practices as counting absentee ballots the day before Election Day as occurred in Lebanon County in November 2001," she said.
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Attention Editors: The following is the text of Rep. Josephs' letter to Gov. Ed Rendell concerning Aronchick.

Dear Governor Rendell:

I commend your selection of Mark Aronchick to advise the State Department on election day. 

Mr. Aronchick and I have both been lawyers in Philadelphia county for over twenty years.  I have had the opportunity to work with him on the Philadelphia Bar Association Civil Rights Committee, as chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar Association, as City Solicitor of Philadelphia, and in the Jewish community.

I have great respect for Mr. Aronchick who is a brilliant attorney, a dedicated worker, a national expert on elected law, and one of must fair minded individuals I know. I have not the slightest doubt that he will conduct his inquiry of election day voting activities with impartiality and without any partisan bias whatsoever. All of us should be pleased that such an accomplished and professional individual is willing to take on what is essentially a thankless task without compensation.

As Democratic Chair of the House State Government Committee, I hope the appointment of Mr. Aronchick and your excellent outreach to voters will have the effect of not only maximizing voter participation but also of ending such practices as counting absentee ballots the day before Election Day as occurred in Lebanon County in November 2001. 

Yours,

cc: Mark Aronchick, Esq.

     Leslie Ann Miller, Esq. [general counsel to Rendell]

     Sec. Pedro Cortez, Secretary of State                                

