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Josephs calls for equal opportunities, safeguards for all individuals in wake of Supreme Court ruling

Harrisburg, June 26 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs hailed today's U.S. Supreme Court decision that laws banning same-sex relations are unconstitutional and said that now Pennsylvania should be expanding civil rights protections to all of its citizens, including homosexuals and transgendered individuals.

The Supreme Count ruled that laws banning intimacy between people of the same sex are an unconstitutional violation of privacy. Its decision invalidates existing anti-sodomy laws across the country. Although Pennsylvania did not have an anti-sodomy law, it does not guarantee equal employment, housing or public accommodation opportunities for homosexuals.
"The Supreme Court's ruling only further confirms the rights and respect that all human beings deserve, regardless of their sexual orientation or gender identity," said Josephs, who has long been a proponent of equal rights for all individuals.

"Now is the time to continue our work in Pennsylvania to guarantee all rights for homosexuals and transgendered individuals in the Commonwealth," Josephs said.
Last fall, Josephs was instrumental in pushing through changes to the state's hate crime law to cover crimes that are committed against individuals because of the victim's actual or perceived sexual orientation, gender, ancestry or mental or physical disability. 

Now, she wants to amend the Pennsylvania Human Relations Act to add those same categories to ensure equal opportunities to all individuals and safeguard their rights. Legislation to do that is currently before the Senate. (S.B. 706 would amend the human relations act while S.B. 707 would prohibit discrimination in educational institutions.)
"What individuals do inside the confines of their own home is a private matter; today's Supreme Court ruling strengthens that," she said. "But every single person in the Commonwealth also deserves the same opportunities and safeguards as everyone else. That's why I want to change Pennsylvania law for extra assurance that this happens."
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