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Josephs amendments postpone vote

on French wine ban resolution
Harrisburg, May 5 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs is taking responsibility for slowing down, and as a result, possibly killing, a resolution that would have prohibited the sale of French wine in the state's liquor stores and hurt numerous Commonwealth businesses and restaurants
In March, when France failed to support the United States' war with Iraq, Rep. Stephen Barrar retaliated by introducing H.R. 119. Josephs criticized his knee-jerk reaction, saying a French wine ban would be detrimental to the numerous fine restaurants located in her district, and she has continued to work to oppose the measure. 
"This reckless resolution was scheduled to be voted on last week, but it was pulled from the voting calendar," she said. "I'd like to think that the many amendments I had planned to offer were the basis for that decision."
Josephs had four amendments at the ready, but she never had the chance to offer them because the resolution was not called up.
Her amendments ranged from applauding the French for staying committed to their views and ideals to directing a select committee to look into how a ban would affect Pennsylvania consumers.

"My amendments were designed to draw attention to the narrow-mindedness of the resolution by pointing out not only the harmful effects it would have had on restaurant proprietors, businesses and taxpayers, but also the magnitude of other French products that we rely on daily."
One of Josephs' amendments detailed the number of French-owned products used in the Commonwealth, including Allegra, the allergy medication; BF Goodrich and Michelin tires; BIC razors, pens and lighters; Dannon yogurt and other dairy products.; Car and Driver, Elle and Woman's Day magazines; RCA TVs and electronics; and T-Fal pots and pans.
Josephs also pointed out that a ban of French wine in the Commonwealth could provoke a retaliatory French ban on Pennsylvania products.
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"Former governors Ridge and Schweiker both traveled overseas extensively to promote Pennsylvania products," Josephs said. "A retaliatory French ban on products made in this state would negate all of their efforts."

Josephs hopes the resolution never comes up for a vote, but if it does, she's prepared to continue the fight.

"Effective boycotts are not begun by politicians; rather, they originate with individual consumers. Therefore, Pennsylvanians should have the freedom to purchase or not to purchase French wine for themselves. 

"This resolution is a careless, reactive measure taken by someone who didn't stop to think what the consequences would be, and I remain opposed to it," Josephs said.
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Info Notes: 


Joseph's district includes center city Philadelphia, home to numerous acclaimed restaurants
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