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Rendell signs Josephs-inspired auto vote recount provision into law
HARRISBURG, Oct. 8 – Pennsylvania now has a new law in place to make sure every vote counts in close election races, and state Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., had a hand in its development.

Gov. Ed Rendell today signed into law S.B. 346, which establishes an automatic vote recount in the Commonwealth for federal and statewide elections in which the winning margin is 0.5 percent or less. 
This provision, introduced by Josephs earlier this week, was inserted into the Senate bill that makes election code changes. As Democratic chairwoman of the House State Government Committee, she helped shepherd the bill through the House to final passage.

"The 2000 presidential election in Florida and last year's Superior Court race in Pennsylvania demonstrate how necessary it is for us to have a method in place for automatic recounts. And, in light of the fact that Pennsylvania is a battleground state this year, I think it is especially important to be prepared," Josephs said.
A statewide vote recount automatically will be ordered if the margin between the top two candidates in the race for president, U.S. Senate, governor, state row office, or a state court is 0.5 percent or less. The same standard will apply for statewide ballot questions. This standard takes effect immediately.
Election Day is Nov. 2.

In addition to Pennsylvania, 18 other states, including Florida, have an automatic recount law for close races.

###agh/2004/bt
l:\writers\releases\recountsign.182
