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Pa. House commemorates Israel's independence day
HARRISBURG, May 5 -- The state House of Representatives this week unanimously adopted a resolution introduced by Rep. Babette Josephs designating May 15, 2005, as Israel Independence Day in Pennsylvania.
The measure acknowledges the state of Israel as the Middle East's only Western-style democracy and recognizes the various ties between Pennsylvania and Israel.
"The cultural vitality and rich history of Israel are a great source of pride to Pennsylvania's Jewish community," Josephs said. "This legislation validates the cultural, social and economic importance of the democratic state of Israel to American Jews."
The resolution also commemorates the anniversary of Israel's founding as a "safe haven" for Jews who survived the horrors of the Holocaust.

"There are many people of Jewish descent in Pennsylvania, and this is an opportunity for those of us serving in the House to recognize the founding of an independent Jewish state as an important event in the development and growth of a culture," Josephs said.
More than 4.8 million Jews live in Israel.
Despite difficult times filled with social unrest, Israel is moving toward a goal of a peaceful coexistence with the Palestinians.
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