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Josephs: Survey will help foster the arts in Philadelphia
PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 27 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., is encouraging artists and arts organizations to complete an online survey to help foster the arts in the city.
ARTSPACE Projects, a national nonprofit real estate developer, has received a grant from the William Penn Foundation to assess the needs and preferences of arts organizations and artists of all disciplines for studio, rehearsal and work space in the Philadelphia area.

"This is a great way to advance the arts in Philadelphia," Josephs said. "Finding affordable living and working space that addresses their needs is a common problem for artists, and the results of this survey can help create the space they need in which to live and work. People are flocking to our city for entertainment, culture and education; developing a thriving artistic community is an important economic development initiative.
“In addition, it is a well-known fact that bringing artists and their organizations into a rundown neighborhood makes that area more desirable to everyone. ARTSPACE is looking for ways to guarantee affordable rent for artists into the future, so that when, arts organizations, painters, sculptors, dancers and others improve the neighborhood by utilizing old warehouses and industrial spaces, they will not forced to move when real estate values go up,” Josephs concluded.

Members of the arts community can fill out the survey at www.artspacephiladelphia.org.
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