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Josephs: Design for new Phila. skatepark to be unveiled Thursday
PHILADELPHIA, June 28 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., is encouraging the public to attend a public meeting Thursday evening to see the design chosen for the Schuylkill River Skatepark Project.
The meeting will be held at 6 p.m. Thursday, June 30, at University of the Arts, Hamilton Hall, CBS Auditorium, corner of Broad and Pine streets.
Josephs said Thursday's unveiling is the result of several years of planning for construction of a public skatepark, in the wake of the city's 2002 decision to enforce its skateboard ban in JFK Plaza, also known as LOVE Park, and the mayor's promise to create a new park for skateboarders. The location along the Schuylkill River, just south of the art museum, was identified in 2003.
"It's important that in a city as diverse as Philadelphia that we offer a variety of recreational opportunities for people of all ages, including the younger population," Josephs said. "Although skateboarding has only grown in popularity, many communities are restricting the activity. At its completion, this new public skatepark will provide a free facility for the multitude of skateboarders in the city, as well as another green space in an urban setting for nonskaters."
The project has been spearheaded by Franklin's Paine Skatepark Fund, an organization dedicated to advocating for and funding the construction of public skateparks in Philadelphia, and the city. Josephs is a board member of Franklin's Paine, and from the beginning, she has been active in the organization's efforts to develop this park and has repeatedly provided both public and financial support.
"Communities in other states have addressed the plight of skateboarders, and have benefited from it. I'm glad Philadelphia has recognized the positive social and physical outlet for people of all ages this new park will provide. It's no coincidence that the Gravity Games, a professional skate and biking competition, is coming to FDR Park on July 11, 12 and 13. Franklin's Paine recognized the popularity of the sport and lobbied to bring the event to Philadelphia.
"The Schuylkill River is a wonderful asset to the city, and we should be capitalizing on its geography. Situating the skatepark and its green spaces along the river will help revitalize the river corridor," she said.

The two designs under consideration are the shard scheme and the spiral scheme. The shard design uses the existing landscape patterns and creates a sculpture-type area with a series of skateable objects. The spiral design forms an elliptical shape to create a circular skating flow with a center performing stage.

"Regardless of which design is ultimately chosen, this park will be a boon to the city and its residents. I urge everyone interested to come to the meeting to learn which design will be used," Josephs said.
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