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Josephs to present citation at Juneteenth event
HARRISBURG, June 14 – State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., will attend and present a citation in commemoration of the annual Juneteenth National Freedom Celebration in Philadelphia. Her speech will be part of the Commemorative Ceremony at noon, Sunday, June 19 at the Lincoln Memorial Statue on Sedgely and East River Drive.  
“This is an exciting opportunity to celebrate the end of slavery and the endurance of African culture,” Josephs said.
According to the representative, Juneteenth celebrates the heritage, family and community spirit of African culture. The celebrations originated in 1865, when 13,000 black Union soldiers from Pennsylvania escorted General Gordon Granger to Galveston, Texas, to read Order No. 3 and free the last slaves in the United States.  After the announcement, raucous street celebrations broke out, kick-starting a 140-year-old “Juneteenth” tradition that today recognizes both the freedom of slaves and the endurance of African culture in North America.
“Juneteenth represents a triumph of the human spirit over slavery. It’s a salute to the soldiers who carried the message to Galveston, to every last slave who was freed after the Civil War, and to the African culture that endured even the most stringent oppression,” Josephs said.

This year's Juneteenth celebration includes an opening ceremony at the All Wars Memorial on 20th and Ben Franklin Parkway at 10 a.m. Sunday, as well as live bands and entertainment, holistic health festivities, an intergenerational celebrity basketball competition, youth entertainment events, a social village with speakers and information tables, cook-outs and community family reunions. 
The event is free and open to the public.
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