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Josephs to participate in 101st Bloomsday celebration,

read from James Joyce's classic novel, ‘Ulysses’
HARRISBURG, June 13 -- Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., is inviting Philadelphia residents to join in the annual Bloomsday celebration on Thursday, June 16 at the Rosenbach Museum and Library, where she will be a featured reader.

Josephs said that Bloomsday commemorates the day that the story’s protagonist, Leopold Bloom, went on his adventure through the streets of Dublin in James Joyce’s classic novel, “Ulysses.” 
The novel takes place entirely in one day -- June 16, 1904 -- and since publication, this date has been observed as a holiday for literature buffs around the world. This year will mark the 101st anniversary of the event.  
“I am an avid supporter of literature and the arts and am honored to have been invited to read and promote one of my favorite books, ‘Ulysses,’ at this year’s celebration," Josephs said. "I encourage everyone to come out and take advantage of this wonderful community-enriching opportunity.” 

Josephs said that there are Bloomsday festivals worldwide but the one sponsored by the Rosenbach Museum & Library is special because the Rosenbach owns Joyce’s manuscript of “Ulysses.”
The readers for this year’s celebration have been chosen from the worlds of scholarship, the arts, politics, law, business and other professional fields. 
Josephs said that there will be readings of selected passages from the book starting at noon and concluding at 7:30 p.m. in front of the Rosenbach Library located on DeLancy Place, between 20th and 21st streets. The street is closed to traffic for the day's festivities, which will take place outdoors, rain or shine.

Refreshments will be served throughout the day and chairs will be provided. 
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