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Josephs honors new museum director, looks to future plans
HARRISBURG, April 26 – State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., has presented a legislative citation to John Rumm, the new executive director of the Civil War and Underground Railroad Museum of Philadelphia.
Josephs said the citation is warranted for two reasons: Rumm’s past work as director of exhibits at the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia, and his willingness to tackle the top job at the Civil War and Underground Railroad Museum.

The museum, begun as a Civil War library and museum in 1888, had been at the center of a legal controversy in recent years about its operation and lack of control of its inventory amid threats that it would move out of the city. The litigation was resolved in 2003 and the Underground Railroad was added as a prime subject of the museum.

“Mr. Rumm has already made great progress in aggressively and professionally restoring the museum’s credibility and preparing it for a great transition into becoming a prime attractant to Philadelphia while serving as a focal point to bring to life the crucial role the city played during this era that shaped the nation we know today,” Josephs said.

Rumm said he has two primary goals for the museum: to boost its visitor level ten-fold and transition the facility from the house on Pine Street it has occupied since 1922 to a new, much larger facility that is currently in the planning phase. 

“The Civil War didn’t just happen in Gettysburg and down South,” Josephs added. “It happened in Philadelphia, too. I believe Mr. Rumm is going to turn the museum into a gem that will bring it into prominence as one of the ‘must see’ sites people interested in the Civil War and its roots will visit. 

“We also will have a valuable resource about the noble but risky role Philadelphians played as a major hub for the Underground Railroad that thousands of escaped slaves followed in the decades leading to the war.”
The museum has a Web site at www.civilwarmuseumphiladelphia.org.
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