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Area teacher receives Chasing Rainbows Award
PHILADELPHIA, Aug. 11 – State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., said that Philadelphia resident James Gallagher, whom she nominated for the award, is the 2005 recipient of Dolly Parton’s Chasing Rainbows Award. 
“I’m proud that my nominee, Mr. Gallagher has been chosen to receive this award,” Josephs said. “He exemplifies everything Ms. Parton’s award stands for; he has overcome his own impairments to help children realize their full potential.”
In 2002, the National State Teachers of the Year organization awarded Dolly Parton the organization's first Chasing Rainbows Award for her work on literacy at the dedication of her Chasing Rainbows Museum at Dollywood in Pigeon Forge, Tenn. Since then, Parton has honored each year's winner -- a teacher who embodies the spirit of the award and has overcome great obstacles in his or her life to capture the rainbow and help children.
As this year's recipient, Gallagher's name will be engraved in the Chasing Rainbow Museum along with Parton's and past and future recipients as a permanent reminder to never be afraid to chase one's dreams.
According to Josephs, Gallagher, who is legally blind, deserved this recognition because he has not allowed his own impairment to stand the way of teaching and being a role model, mentor and leader to his students. 
Josephs has awarded him two citations herself; one honoring his outstanding skills and recognizing his being named Teacher of the Year in the Philadelphia School District and the second for his 35 years of service as an educator. 
"He has been an exemplary educator by believing all students have the ability to achieve and has fought especially for special needs students so they might realize their full potential," Josephs said.
In addition to the recognition at Dollywood, a library of Gallagher's choosing will receive two books a month over the next five years from Parton's Imagination Library in his name.
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